President Nursultan Nazarbayev Meets with Foreign Diplomatic Corps Accredited to the Republic of Kazakhstan 

December 12, 2007


“I am pleased to meet all of you on the eve of the 16th anniversary of independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan. This year, we celebrate not only the 16th anniversary of the sovereign development of our country, but also a jubilee of our capital city. Today is the 10th anniversary of announcing Akmola the capital of Kazakhstan,” the President said at the opening of the meeting. 

At present time, about 40 of 53 diplomatic missions have already moved to the capital. This year, eight missions transferred their offices to the capital. 

In his speech addressed to the diplomatic corps, the President outlined the main priorities of Kazakhstan’s development. 

“Liberalization in the economy and further steps toward democracy in the Kazakhstani society were and must be major trends in the development of Kazakhstan,” Nursultan Nazarbayev underscored. 

The development of not-extracting industries and economy diversification, involvement of our country to world economic relations are crucial priorities of the country’s economic modernization. 

“It is important to the republic to promote the Kazakhstani brand in all directions: to West and East, to North and South. This is especially important in relation to the neighboring markets of Russia, China, Central Asia, Caspian and Black Sea regions,” the Head of State noted. 

Joint projects in the areas of energy, transport and space engineering are of great importance in Kazakhstan-Russia relations. The trade turnover between the two countries is equal to 16 billion dollars; this is greater by 25% than in the last year. 

The task to increase trade turnover with China up to 10 billion dollars by 2010 will be implemented next year. There is a trend to interact not only in the area of energy, but also in not-extracting sectors of economy. Border trade and investment cooperation are being actively developed. 

Kazakhstan is interested in the social economic well-being of states in Central Asia and ready to participate in the implementation of large investment projects. 

Taking into account the fact that the economies of states in the Caspian and Black Sea basins are being dynamically developed, Kazakhstan offers to unite efforts of the two regions in order to ensure the economic prosperity of whole Eurasia. 

Our country is also interested to continue its active participation in the process of economic integration in the framework of the SCO and EurAsEC. Special emphasis is put on cooperation with international financial institutions and development banks, on accession to the WTO. 

The President underscored that “Kazakhstan strives to join the WTO on terms of mutual benefit and corresponding to the strategic and economic interests of our country”.

So far, bilateral negotiations have been completed in relation to many countries. In this regard, the President expressed his gratitude for the constructive approach to and support of Kazakhstan’s accession to this international organization offered by the governments of these countries and also addressed Heads of the diplomatic missions of the United States, European Commission, Australia, Republic of Mongolia and India. 

“Considering the high level of economic and trade relations between our countries, I hope your governments will offer their support to Kazakhstan’s intention to join the WTO and will finish bilateral negotiations early next year,” the President said. 

The Head of State noted Kazakhstan’s economic possibilities assist to further political modernization in the society.

“New constitutional reform conducted this year offers an optimal transformation of the post-Soviet system from the presidential to the presidential-parliamentary one. At the same time, conducted constitutional amendments do not mean the completion of democratic transformations,” the President underscored. 

The President put an emphasis on the invariance of Kazakhstan’s priorities in foreign policy. 

Our country was and is an active member of the broad international cooperation aimed at nuclear non-proliferation, fight against international terror, religious extremisms and other modern threats. 

Kazakhstan intends to further strengthen good-neighbor and promising relations with Russia and China, strategic partnership with the United States and European Union. Interaction with countries of Central Asia is one of the most important priorities. Relationships with countries of the Middle East, Persian Gulf Asia-Pacific and Latin America have great potential and tremendous prospects especially in the economic area. 

Kazakhstan places a strong emphasis in its interaction with the United Nations and is ready to assist in promotion of the Organization’s goals and principles. 

The President called the membership of our country in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia that promotes security and social economic cooperation throughout the Asian continent to be among top priorities. 

Our country considers the positive decision made by OSCE member states on Kazakhstan’s bid to chair this Organization as a demonstration of the support of Kazakhstan’s global initiatives aimed at establishing the Eurasian security “belt”. 

“This is a milestone event not only to our country, but also to the OSCE, which experiences now the difficult period of renovation and improvement of its work. As the OSCE Chair-in-Office, we intend to contribute to the strengthening of the Organization’s authority and reputation, which offers a unique opportunity for dialogue between North Atlantic and Eurasian countries,” Nursultan Nazarbayev emphasized and thanked all OSCE member countries for the support offered. 

The President said Kazakhstan, as the OSCE Chairman, will do its best in order to strengthen mutual respect between countries, and will observe for compliance with major principles and standards of the OSCE. 

“Our consistent policy aimed at ensuring tolerance, inter-confessional and inter-cultural accord between representatives of all nations residing in Kazakhstan has received international recognition. The Assembly of the people of Kazakhstan that has obtained constitutional status serves this goal. This is very useful experience we would like to share with OSCE member countries. 

Kazakhstan plays an important role in maintaining dialogue between civilizations and confessions in the framework of the Congress of world and traditional religions. As you know, at the 62nd UN General Assembly, I offered to hold the third Congress in Astana in 2009 under the aegis of the UN. 

I believe that if all countries interested in maintaining and deepening dialogue between civilizations make joint efforts on that, we will make a significant step toward understanding between East and West on key problems of modern reality,” the Head of State said. 

At the end of the meeting, the President thanked representatives of the diplomatic corps for the constructive work on developing cooperation with Kazakhstan and congratulated on the forthcoming holiday. 

“We very high appreciate kind relations with the diplomatic corps and thankful to you for the warm and sincere feelings to our people. I believe, you will continue to contribute to strengthening relations between Kazakhstan and your countries. 

I would like to wish you all strong health, well-being to your families, your states and nations,” the President said. 

